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President’s Welcome

Hello all,

First off, I’d like to introduce myself. My name is Emma and I’m the President 
of this year’s Conference (or Conf as we affectionately call it). If you have any 
problems or queries at all during the week, please don’t hesitate to ping me an 
email, give me a call, or find me in the Law Faculty.

Second, welcome to Cambridge! The Conference was founded 43 years ago to 
give Year 12s an insight into what Law at university (and Cambridge more spe-
cifically) is like. I’d like to assure you that we’re not here to ‘hard sell’ Law or to 
try and convince you that Cambridge is the best place for you to study. Our aim 
is to provide you all with an experience that will facilitate you making important 
decisions about your future. Regardless of whether you fall in love with the Uni-
versity and city (as I did when I was a delegate in 2014) or decide that it isn’t the 
place for you, the Conference has served its purpose!

Since all seven of us have worked so hard to put together this timetable (which 
we think you’ll really enjoy), make sure you attend all of the events we’ve ar-
ranged for you and participate in them enthusiastically! You’ll be being spoken 
to by some of the leading academics in the world so don’t waste this opportu-
nity to ask them any questions you might have. Equally, the Committee are also 
here as a resource for you: make sure you ask us questions about Law, Cam-
bridge, or undergraduate life more generally. We’ll always be honest and give 
you the most unfiltered answers: no question is too small or too silly. This year, 
I’ve been so lucky to have a committee who have been totally dedicated to the 
Conference and I know they’ll do all they can to be as approachable and help-
ful as possible.

One final point before things get going: make sure you keep this programme 
on you! It contains all the information you will need for the duration of the 
Conference – times, locations, contact information. As you will notice after 
you’ve had a flick through, you will be trusted with some free time during the 
Conference. This freedom, and the fact both the Committee and the colleges 
treat you like undergraduates, is one of the really special things about the Con-
ference and means you actually get a taste of what life here is like. Please don’t 
abuse this privilege. Remember that you are guests of the Faculty of Law, the 
University, and the College you are staying at.  All we ask is that
you treat the people and the property you come across
with respect.  

On behalf of the whole Committee, I hope you 
all have an enjoyable and informative week, and I 
look forward meeting you!

Emma Kemsley-Pein, President

Timetable 

Monday 26th March 2017
14:00 - 16:00  Delegates arrive in colleges 
16:45 - 17:15  Official Welcome
18:00 - 19:00  DINNER in colleges 
20:00 - 22:00  First Night Social Event (sponsor: Norton Rose Fulbright)

Tuesday 27th March
7:30 - 9:30  BREAKFAST in colleges and free time 
9:30 - 10:00  An Introduction to Law    Dr Janet O’Sullivan
10:00 - 10:25  Contract Law (sponsored by A&O)  Dr Janet O’Sullivan
10:30 - 10:55  Land Law     Ms Amy Goymour
10:55 - 11:10   BREAK
11:10 - 11:40  Roman Law    Ms Amy Goymour
11:40 - 12:40  Legal skills    Prof. Graham Virgo
12:40 - 14:30  LUNCH in colleges 
14:30 - 15:00  EU Law     Prof. Catherine Barnard
15:00 - 15:30  Family Law    Dr Jens Scherpe
15:30 - 16:00  BREAK
16:00 - 17:30  Workshops / tours of Cambridge 
17:30 - 20:30  DINNER in colleges and free time 
20:30 - 22:30  Debate at the Cambridge Union 

Wednesday 28th March
7:30 - 9:30  BREAKFAST in colleges and free time
9:30 - 10:00  Tort Law    Dr Stelios Tofaris
10:00 - 10:30  Criminology    Tom Hawker
10:30 - 11:00  Criminal Law    Nick McBride
11:00 - 11:15  BREAK
11:15 - 11:45  International Law   Dr Paddeu
11:45 - 12:15  Constitutional law   Dr Shona Wilson Stark
12:15 - 13:30   LUNCH in colleges and free time
13:30 - 14:30   Mock interview workshop   Dr Richard Williams
14:30 - 15:00  The Judge    Sir Peter Fraser
15:00 - 15:30   The Solicitor     Chris McGaffin
15:30 - 16:00  The Barrister     Ed Cumming
16:00 - 17:30  Workshops / tours of Cambridge 
17:30 - 20:30  DINNER in colleges and free time 
20:30 - 22:30   Mock Trial at the Cambridge Union

Thursday 29th March
7:30 - 9:30   BREAKFAST in colleges and free time
9:30 - 10:00  Optional Diversity at Cambridge talk  Hepsi Adeosun
10:00 - 11:00   Applying to Cambridge   Ali Lyons
11:00 - 11:10  Break
11:10 - 12:10  Law: The Unofficial Verson   The Committee
12:10   Delegates depart 



Five landmarks in your first year 
with Norton Rose Fulbright 

Closing your first deal
“After a lot of hard work and quite a few late nights, it was satisfying to see it all come together.  

There was a very long lunch the following day.”

Hitting the headlines
“One of the transactions I was involved in was all over the news.  

It was great to know that I had been part of it.”

Dealing with the High Court
“After only two months, I was involved in a merger that was approved by the High Court. 

 I even helped some of the key witnesses prepare their statements.”

Making the big calls
“I was put in charge of a key aspect of a deal, and it wasn’t long  

before I found myself leading a conference call with the other side’s counsel.”

Broadening your experience
“I went to client events at the rugby and at the top of the Shard,  

and also went on secondment – all in one year.”

 
It’s easier to choose the right legal practice when you know what to expect –  
which is why we wanted to share some of our trainees’ first year highlights.  

And, if you join us, expect the insights and advice to keep on coming.

nortonrosefulbrightgraduates.com

A world of difference

Lawyers from 

84 
universities

250+  
workshops  

and schemes

80 
training contracts

Laws, international markets, global institutions… all changing  
every day. So how do we, as an international law firm, create the  
agility of mind that enables us to guide some of the world’s most 
influential organisations into the future?

By allowing bright people the freedom to grow. By training lawyers 
in a way that develops a closer understanding of clients through 
working on a wider range of transactions. By fostering an ethos 
of knowledge sharing, support and mutual development 
by promoting from within and leaving the clocks outside 
when it comes to billing. To learn more about how our key 
differences not only make a world of difference to our 
clients, but also to our lawyers and their careers, visit

slaughterandmay.com/careers



  

Accomodation and Meals

If you have any problems or concerns relating to your accommodation then 
the Porters of the college in which you are staying should be your first port 
of call. If they cannot sort it out, or if the problem is particularly serious, then 
please do get in touch with our Accommodation Officer (Asha Phakey).
The numbers for the Porters’ Lodges of each college are as follows:
 
 Downing College   01223 334800
 Emmanuel College   01223 334200
 Gonville and Caius College  01223 332400
 Magdalene College   01223 332100
 Selwyn College   01223 335846
 Sidney Sussex College  01223 338800

Please respect the staff and property at your college of residence.

All meals are included in the conference from dinner on Monday to break-
fast on Thursday. Meal times and college specific information are as follows:

College Breakfast    Lunch  Dinner

Cauis  8.15-9.30am    12:30-1:30pm Anytime till 8:00pm
Selwyn  8:00-9:30am    12:30-1:30pm 6:00-7:00pm
Sidney  7:45-8:45am    Not in college 5:45-6:30pm
Emmanuel 8:15-9:15am    12:15-1:30pm 5:45-6:30pm
Downing 8:00-8:30am      12:30-1:30pm 6:00-6:45pm
Magdalene 8:00-9:00am    Not in college 6:15-7:15pm

If you wish to purchase extra items (chocolate bars, bottles of coke, etc.) you 
will have to pay for them yourselves.

IMPORTANT: You must eat at the college you are staying at in order to 
avoid additional charges for food (and to make sure we don’t run out)!

Sidney and Magdalene delegates: please note that you will be eating 

lunch at Queens’ College.

Gonville and Caius delegates: please note that your accommodation is 

on the Harvey Court site on West Road (marked as Harvey Court Gar-

dens on the map, next to the Sidgwick Site)

Contact Details and Safety 

We, as committee members, are here to make you feel comfortable during 
your week on conference. If you have any problems or concerns, please get 
in touch with us straight away – we are always more than happy to help.

With this in mind, we recommend that you save the number of the commit-
tee member who is in charge of your college. 

  Emma Kemsley-Pein   07432560321

  Steph Sinclair    07810334647

  Ben King     07761316406

  Asha Phakey     07557195270

  Niall McCarthy    07928693275

  Zara Barnes     07884084219

  Danial Afolabi    07990335811

It might also be an idea to save these other useful numbers:

  Law Faculty:    01223 330033 

  Panther Taxis:    01223 715715 

  Cam Cab:     01223 704704 

We aim to treat you like undergraduates and give you the same independ-
ence. In return, we ask that you use the following tips to make sure you stay 
safe:

Keep your programme with you at all times. it contains a comprehensive 
map of Cambridge and important contact details

Swap mobile phone numbers with others on the course so that you can 
ring them if you are on your own or aren’t sure where you are supposed to 
be

Avoid walking around on your own, especially at night

Get in touch if you have any problems – we can only help if we know!



Speakers
Introduction to Law & Contract Law:
Dr Janet O’Sullivan is a Fellow of Selwyn College and University Senior Lec- 
turer. She was also the 2005 winner of Pilkington Teaching Prize for Excellence 
in University Teaching.

Land Law and Roman Law
Ms Amy Goymour is Director of Studies and Fellow in Law at Downing College 
and is a University Lecturer in Land Law. On top of this, she teaches Civil Law 
and Aspects of Obligations as part of the Tripos and lectures on Restitution for 
the LLM.

Legal Skills
Professor Graham Virgo a Professor of English Private Law at Downing College 
and is Pro-Vice Chancellor for Education of the University. Major areas of his 
research are in the Law of Restitution, the Law of Contract, Equity and trusts 
and Criminal Law. 

EU Law
Professor Catherine Barnard is a Senior Tutor and Fellow of Trinity College spe-
cialising in EU and Employment Law. Her research interests also include Com-
petition law and Discrimination law. 

Family Law
Dr Jens Scherpe is a Fellow and Tutor and Gonville and Caius College and a 
University Senior Lecturer teaching Family and Comparative Law. He is also an 
Honorary Fellow at St Johns College, University of Hong Kong and Academic 
Door Tenant at Queen Elizabeth Building Chambers in London.

Law of Torts
Dr Stelios Tofaris is a fellow of Girton College who lectures and supervises 
Contract Law, Aspects of Obligations and the Law of Tort. He supervises Ro-
man Law and has an interest in Legal History.

Criminology 
Mr Tom Hawker is director of studies at Downing College for 2nd year law stu-
dents. He graduated first-class from Law in 2015 and now is completing a PhD 
on the penal messages of sentencing. In 2012 he spent a summer as an intern 
with the Texas Defender Service, who are battling the systemic flaws of the 
Texas Death Penalty system. 

Criminal Law
Mr Nick McBride: please see the ‘Union Debate’ page for a biography. 

International Law
Dr Federica Paddeu is a fellow at Queens College, lecturing and supervising

International Law and Criminal Law. She is also Director of Studies at Queens. 

Constitutional Law
Dr Shona Stark is a fellow of Christ’s College. She supervises Constitutional 
Law and Civil Law (Roman Law), and lectures on the Civil Liberties and Human 
Rights LLM course.  

Mock Inteview Workshop 
Dr Richard Williams is the Director of Studies in Law at Christ’s College. Before 
joining Christ’s he was a College Lecturer at Homerton College. He supervises 
undergraduate students in Company Law, the Law of Contract and Law of Tort. 

The Judge
Sir Peter Fraser was appointed Queen’s Counsel in 2009, and then to the High 
Court Bench in 2015. He sits in various courts, including the Crown Court 
(where he tries murders and other serious offences). He was the first member 
of his family to attend University, and was educated at a comprehensive school 
in Yorkshire. He studied law at St John’s College, Cambridge. He is keen to 
encourage applicants both to Cambridge and the Bar from as wide a range of 
backgrounds as possible.

The Barrister

Mr Robert Cumming: please see the ‘Mock Trial’ page for a biography.

The Solicitor
Chris McGaffin is a partner at Slaughter and May in London. He has a broad 
corporate practice, covering all aspects of corporate and private equity, includ-
ing mergers and acquisitions, and equity capital markets.

The Barrister
Edward Cumming, who was President of the Conference in 2004, was an un-
dergraduate from Downing College. At the start of 2018, he was appointed 
Queens’ Counsel. Upon taking silk, at the early age of 35, he may be the 
youngest in the Bar’s history. Ed specialises in most areas of chancery and com-
mercial work.

Diversity at Cambridge
Hepsi Adeosun is a 4th year Law & Management student at Gonville & Caius 
College. She is the Access Officer at Caius, and is heavily involved in the Cam-
bridge African Caribbean Society. She also captains the Women’s Blues Team 
for the Uni Athletics Club.

Applying to Cambridge

Mrs Ali Lyons is the Schools Liason Co-ordinator. Her role is to dispel the myths 
that turn some students away from applying to Cambridge and to law. Her goal 
is to give students the knowledge they need to make the choice that’s right for 
them.
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Workshops

This year, workshops will be provided by the following leading city law 
firms and barrister sets: Ashurst, Clifford Chance, Freshfields Bruckhaus 
Deringer, Hogan Lovells, Norton Rose Fulbright, Slaughter and May, and 2 
Temple Gardens. 

Without the support of these generous professionals, the conference 
would not function. We would like to take this opportunity to express our 
sincere thanks to them for their continued assistance. 

The sessions are interactive, so to get the most out of them we encourage 
you to chat to the company representatives and ask questions about what 
they do. 

The workshops will take place in the Law Faculty on Tuesday and Wednes-
day afternoons (16:00 – 17:30). You will be split into groups for these ses-
sions, so to find out which workshop group you are in please check on the 
list displayed on Tuesday morning. This list will also tell you which room 
you will be in. 

Topics included in the workshops are commercial awareness, life as a law-
yer, negotiation, and advocacy. As numbers are limited, we cannot guaran-
tee that everyone will get their first choice workshop; however, we will try 
our utmost to accommodate everyone’s preferences. 

On a day you don’t have a workshop, why not arrange for a tour of Cam-
bridge with one of the committee members? We would be happy to show 
you around!

Legal Problems

The following problems are examples of the sorts of topics Cambridge Law students 
discuss in their supervisions. When thinking about these questions consider what 
you think the relevant legal rule might be and whether the application of this rule is 
appropriate for reasons of justice and social policy. 

1. Cyril has just fallen out with his girlfriend and consequently has decided to kill 
her. He believes in voodoo and thinks that if he sticks pins into a model of her then 
she will die. This is what he then proceeds to do. It has no effect on her whatsoev-
er. Has Cyril committed a criminal offence? 
2. Jane, Paul and Marcus are in a room. Jane pulls two guns from a bag. She gives 
one gun to Paul and places the other gun against Paul’s head, telling him to kill 
Marcus or else she will kill Paul. Is Paul guilty of murder in the following alternative 
circumstances:

(i) Paul kills Jane; 
(ii) Paul kills Marcus? 

3. Jane loses her valuable dog and so puts posters all over the neighbourhood 
stating “£100 reward for the return of my lost dog”. Karen, who is keen to earn the 
reward, takes a day off work, purchasing expensive dog biscuits and spends all day 
hunting for the dog. Eventually she nds it, but by then Jane has changed her mind 
and put new posters, which Karen has not seen, revoking her earlier £100 offer. 
Can Karen sue Jane for the £100 or for any other sum? 
4. Mr Lear, an elderly man, has a rowith his three daughters and makes a will leav-
ing all his property to Battersea Dogs’ Home. Shortly afterwards, he is reconciled 
with his daughters and decides to make a new will, replacing the previous one, 
leaving all his property to them equally. He instructs Burke, a solicitor, to make his 
new will. Unfortunately, Burke forgets to deal with Mr Lear’s will. Six months later, 
Mr Lear dies and all his property passes to Battersea Dogs’ Home. Do his daugh-
ters have any legal rights? 
5. Mr Jones was driving on a motor war with his two children, Anne, aged 10, and 
Bill, aged 2, when Dan negligently crashed into his car. 

(i)  Mr Jones was killed. He was 45 and had a job as director earning 
£100,000 per annum 

 (ii)  Anne’s leg was broken. 
(iii)  Bill suffered permanent brain damage and will require continuous super-
vision for the rest of his life. He is unlikely to live beyond his 10th birthday. 
(iv)  Mrs Jones suffered nervous shock when she saw the accident reported 
on a television news bulletin. 

6.Tony pays Neil £10,000 thinking that he was in fact giving the money to Nora 
to whom Tony owed the money. Neil does not realise that the money was paid to 
him by mistake and thinks that Tony is being very generous. Neil uses the money 
to pay for a luxury cruise. When he returns from the cruise Tony approaches him 
and asks for the money to be repaid because it had been paid to Neil by mistake. 
Should Neil be required to repay the money? 

If, after having tried tackling these questions yourselves, you want to discuss any of 
your ideas then feel free to talk to one of the committee members  - we will try to 
give you a good discussion/answer! 



Union Debate

“This house believes that the blanket ban on assisted 
suicide should be amended to allow the terminally ill 

and those suffering intolerably to die with assistance.”

Mr Nick McBride is a Director of Studies in Law at Pembroke College. He 
authored the highly-acclaimed book ‘Letters to a Law Student’ - a must-
read for all prospective law students. 
 

Ms Stevie Martin is currently a Teaching Associate at the Cambridge Univer-
sity Faculty of Law, after having qualified as a Master of Law in 2016 at Trin-
ity Hall College, University of Cambridge. The focus of her research is the 
human rights implications of the blanket ban on assisted dying in England 
and Wales. 

Emma Kemsley-Pein and Stephanie Sinclair are this year’s President and 
Vice-President respectively. They are both in their third and final years of 
their law degrees. 

Founded in 1815, the Cambridge Union is the oldest continuously running 
debating society in the world, and the largest and most famous society at 
the University of Cambridge.

Mock Trial
REGINA v WARREN PEACE

The defendant, Warren Peace of Downing College, Cambridge, stands trial on 
the final night of the conference, accused of a vicious crime which has brought 
shame on both himself and his college. In the Cambridge Court of Justice and 
Retribution you have the unique opportunity to form the jury who will decide 
his fate. With His Honour Justice Lodge presiding, as this sorry tale unfolds, 
the astute advocates will try every trick in the book (and a few outside it) to 
uncover the truth from these recalcitrant witnesses.

Accepted Facts

At 9am on February 16th 2014, the body of Tess Durbeyfield was found by 
her bedder, Sam Fox, dead in her bedroom in Downing College. Subsequent 
tests show that she had been poisoned. DS Bea Smear was called to investi-
gate and managed to establish that one of the college porters, Archie Finger, 
had seen the defendant leave the deceased’s room in the early hours of that 
day. He watched the defendant on the college CCTV system.
After a vial of poison was found in his room, Warren Peace was taken into cus-
tody where he was later charged with murder. No fingerprints could be found 
upon the vial, but the police are submitting as evidence a confession that 
Warren Peace made whilst in custody.
Warren is not asserting that the confession was extracted using illegal meth-
ods. He was on good terms with the deceased despite her recent engage-
ment to Rob Roy. Warren is claiming that he had been with Tess earlier in 
the evening of February 15th and they had gone to tell Rob Roy something 
important...

Counsel

Prosecution: Mr Andrew Bershadski

Mr Bershadski read Law at Sidney Sussex College. He is now a barrister at 2 
Temple Gardens. He specialises in international human rights and group ac-
tion litigation, with a particular focus on West Africa.

Defence: Mr Robert Cumming 
Mr Cumming read Law at Girton College and was also President of the Sixth 
Form Law Conference. After graduating, he taught undergraduate Law at 
Cambridge, before working at one of the leading offshore law firms in Guern-
sey. He is now at 2 Temple Gardens, working mainly in commercial, employ-
ment, and clinical injury matters. He frequently appears before the High 
Court and the appellate courts as sole counsel. Chambers and Partners (2018) 
describes him as an ‘up and coming junior’ who combines excellent academic 
credentials with a rigorously academic approach.

Members of the jury, you must see that justice is done. Listen to the nu- 

anced arguments of counsel and the testimony of the witnesses... Then 

deliver your verdict...



Meet the Committee
Emma Kemsley-Pein - President
Despite being allergic to almost every food under the 
sun, conf president Emma certainly isn’t allergic to fun. 
When she isn’t getting into trouble and blaming the dog, 
you’ll find her in the infamous Downing Bar where she 
is ‘part time bar manager, full time legend’... In her free 
time, Emma enjoys nothing more than doing a bit of DIY 
plumbing. If you ever need someone to shove their hand 
down your toilet to unclog it, Emma is your girl. When 
Emma isn’t going on drunk 3am hikes in the alps, you’ll 
find her sitting in her neighbours garden, usually without 
any pants on. As a star on the Cambridge drama scene, we feel a more accu-
rate summary of Emma can be taken from a review of one of her shows: “hilari-
ous, yet absolutely disgusting” - TCS (2015).

Steph Sinclair - Vice President

Having declared that she has enough friends already, 
professional networker ‘Seshanie’ (a name which she 
actually gave herself), has retired somewhat from public 
life, particularly the socialising that involves members of 
the opposite sex. Despite threatening to join a nunnery, 
Steph has recently returned to the game with flying col-
ours, embarking on a burgeoning flirtation with a fresher 
called ‘Rotter’. You’ll be able to find Steph skinny dip-
ping in the cam or in Life (one of the clubs in Cambridge) 
where she’ll be dancing like one of those inflatable tube 
men that you see outside petrol stations. Steph’s inability

to stand without uncontrollably bending at the waist is directly correlative to 
how much alcohol she has consumed. Despite having woken up with sick in her 
hair on numerous occasions Steph has claimed that she is ‘reasonably fit, most 
of the time’ and has even gone so far as to say that people would pay to look 
like her. We’ll let you decide...

Asha Phakey - Accommodation Officer 
Asha is an extremely dedicated sportswoman, captaining 
the Downing College Netball 2’s and playing lacrosse for 
the college. She prides herself on her approachability 
taking the role of freshers rep for this years fresher in-
take, ensuring that those new to the college do not feel 
chained up in their first week. She is also a huge fan of 
the more mundane Cambridge hobbies such as punt-
ing with very good friends and whipping on the dance-
floor every Sunday night (depending on the company, 
sometimes more often). Although her friends are slow to 
approve of her moves, this diva doesn’t stop. She is Liver-
pool FC’s number one fan, remembering the good old 
days of Benitez, Dudek and Stevie in Milan and hence will be more than happy 
to discuss her past A-Level and application success, just don’t ask how she is 
doing now.

Ben King - Schools’ Liason Officer 
In his own words, Ben rates himself as “11/10 for chat” 
and attempts to charm many a female lawyer with his wit. 
Seldom would you encounter Ben without sporting a back-
wards cap and Jack Wills joggers, upholding his aspira-
tional image of ‘gym-lad’. Ben is not the type of character 
to let life get him down; despite losing the Cypriot beauty 
who captured his heart, he has returned to his usual graft 
with the ladies. Don’t let the outwardly angelic appearance 
fool you though, it is well known that Ben’s favourite
animal is a shark and he strives to impersonate this carnal, predatory desire in 
every aspect of his love life. In his spare time he enjoys trekking to Boots and 
spending hours selecting the best meal deal he can find.

Niall McCarthy - Lectures Officer
Niall, Niall, Irish Niall - he is quite a nut to crack. He likes 
to give the impression that he is blood is green and lucky; 
but we doubt the validity of these claims. He lives in High 
Wycombe, doesn’t even speak the Gaelic language, and 
what’s more, he can’t hack his pints. Guilty of locking him-
self in his room and surviving off Deliveroo for 3 days after 
a particularly gruelling rugby social, Niall is not the invinci-
ble hero he claims to be. On the topic of nights-out, Niall 
has had a few - and forgotten a few more. Not a favourite 

of the ruthless Cambridge bouncers, Niall has been shown the door on numer-
ous occasions - reasons include redecorating the dance floor. Angry bouncers 
seldom crush Niall’s party-loving nature though - once kicked out, the night is 
only just beginning for this warrior. Where he ends up though, you can never 
predict. Waking up on the other side of town, in an unfamiliar bed with a fellow 
‘rugby lad’ is not an unusual occurrence for VK-loving Niall. 

Daniel Afolabi - Logistics Officer
Describing himself as a “spiritual adventurer”, it’s not 
uncommon to find Dan engaging in either a spot of 
early morning Tai Chi or a touch of self exploration. 
Aside from his more wholesome exploits, Dan seems 
to have developed a particular proclivity for playing 
the field. Indeed, as Cambridge’s most active Tinder 
user, to call Dan a ladies’ man would be nothing short 
of an understatement. Although in his brief breaks from 
sessions of relentless right-swiping, he will be more 
than happy to answer any questions about Cambridge, 
academic or otherwise.

babe, however watch out around her as she’s known to walk into doors and 
contract mild concussion after falling on the floor on the rare occasion!

Zara Barnes - Ents Officer
My sister from another mister. Zara’s personality is the first 
thing you notice about her, or I should say her voice (which 
you can hear from a mile away). The town regular and par-
ty girl by night, is better described as one of the most in-
telligent people you’ll meet - although you’ll rarely see her 
in lectures (don’t emulate her kids!). She’s funniest when 
she’s not sober, but her chat isn’t as bad as you’d think for 
a Midland’s girl. A Caius favourite already, and all-round



Our Experiences and Messages

Emma (2014) 

Coming on Sixth Form Law Conference was an incredible experience. I think 
there are a lot of misconceptions about Cambridge and its stereotypical stu-
dent. Conf certainly put my mind at ease in that respect! All the members of 
the committee were so approachable and friendly and answered any questions 
I had. I hope we can give you a similar insight into what life truly is like at Cam-
bridge, studying Law! 

Ben (2015) 

Coming on Conference was central to my decision to apply for a Law degree, 
particularly at Cambridge. It completely broke down the stereotypes of Cam-
bridge students and showed that law was right for me. Attending the lectures, 
evening events and workshops, as well as speaking to the committee members 
showed that Cambridge was an environment in which I could thrive. Cam-
bridge really is open to anyone, regardless of background. I hope you have a 
great time on Conf - make the most of this unique experience! 

Niall (2016)

Attending the conference as a delegate in 2015 changed my life. This seems 
extreme, so let me explain.  I was a far cry off of being a Cambridge pros-
pect in my school’s eyes. I hadn’t even considered it myself. The week before 
attending the conference, I had received my first batch of A Level predicted 
grades. I was glad at the time with my A, 2 Bs, and a D (chemistry was not my 
favourite subject; we will leave it at that). Safe to say that they weren’t going 
to cut a Cambridge application. However, that wasn’t my concern. My concern 
was making it to any uni. I was interested by the idea of studying law but not 
completely sold, and the conference provided the perfect test for whether it 
would be for me or not. Arriving, in Cambridge, I had no idea that my priorities 
were about to be overhauled and that my life would be changed completely.  

Cambridge is a special place, and I was gripped, convinced that I would love 
to live in the city. Alongside this, getting to know what the Cambridge law 
course entails, and the challenge of being faced with supervisions with, and 
lectures by, leaders in their fields sounded incredible. Another influential mo-
ment was the mock trial in the Cambridge Union for several reasons, which I’m 
sure you’ll discover... Safe to say, the stereotypes surrounding Cambridge are 
completely false, which made a huge difference in my decision to apply.  

So, after the conference, my priorities were no longer ‘just uni’. They were 
to aim higher - Cambridge no longer seemed completely unattainable. I 
knew that if I made it, I would have an incredible time. Had I spent that week 
in school, like any other week, I certainly would not be where I am today. It 
changed me from an unambitious and clueless sixth former to a focused uni-
versity applicant. I started to work harder than ever, and I couldn’t be happier 
for it.  
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At Clifford Chance, one of the world’s pre-eminent law firms, 
we offer expert advice to clients on all aspects of commercial 
law. With thousands of lawyers working from dozens of offices 
in over 20 countries, our reputation in the field is formidable.

As a trainee your four seat rotations will include time spent in our 
core areas of Finance, Corporate and Capital Markets, plus one 
other in either Litigation & Dispute Resolution, Real Estate or 
Tax, Pensions & Employment.

As well as our prestigious Training Contract, there are many 
ways for you to experience what life is like at Clifford Chance 
– from our Open Days to Vacation Schemes including 
Springboard, the bespoke programme for first-year students. 
Whether you’re a Law or non-Law student, we have 
opportunities for everyone.

To find out more, visit www.cliffordchancegraduates.com

@CCGradsUK
facebook.com/CliffordChanceGrads
www.cliffordchancegraduates.com
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